 Policy on Charitable Donations
Under section 137 of the Local Government Act (1972), the Parish Council is permitted to give a small amount of money to charities or not for profit organisations, “which will bring direct benefit to the area or any part of it or all or some of its inhabitants”.

The purpose of this note is to establish a policy on how charities are chosen and a timetable for budgeting and giving of such donations.
Recipients of donations should generally, but not necessarily,  be registered charities and must be able to demonstrate that they bring or are likely to bring a direct benefit to the parish or some members of the parish.  Local charities will normally be preferred to national ones and donations one year will not necessarily influence a decision to give in following years.

Recipients of donations should be chosen at the February meeting so that payment can be made immediately afterwards or at least before the end of the financial year.  The total amount should be governed by the budget, which will have been discussed and agreed in October and again in January of the previous financial year.  However, more or less than the budgeted amount may be given if the council so decides.  (The maximum allowed under section 137 is £6.15 per person on the electoral role index linked from 2009/10.)
Donations given under section 137 should be separately shown in the Parish Council’s accounts.

