DARSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

A Parish Council Meeting was held on Tuesday 13th July 2010 at 8.00pm.

PRESENT Cllr. Coates-Smith (Chairman) & Cllrs. Alexander, Butler, Maclachlan, Mayhew, Reeves, Rhys-Evans, Wilson. County Cllr. R Leighton & District Cllr. B. Slater.     

 In attendance was 1 member of the public.

Prior to the meeting a talk was given by Mr Robin Buncombe, Suffolk Joint Emergency  Planner. He outlined his work and gave examples of details that should be recorded for possible emergencies in Darsham stressing the need for a single point of contact.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. No questions or issues were raised by members of the public.

07.1
APOLOGIES.  No apologies were received 

07.2
DECLARATION OF INTEREST.

Cllr Alexander declared an interest on the planning application for Sunnyside.

07.3
MINUTES. 

07.3.1
All councillors were in possession of a copy of the minutes of the last meeting, it was agreed to be taken as read. The minutes were duly passed and signed. A copy of the minutes for the public notice boards were also signed.

07.3.2 Matters arising –Cllr Reeves reported that the planning dept have now replied re the build in the Fox garden and it conformed to the plans. It was noted that the  hedges had been removed  and attention should be given to their replacement to comply with planning permission.
A grit bin for Lymballs lane is in hand.

The chairman reported that he had contacted Christopher Martins re the painting of the village sign and he will chase this up.
07.4
PLANNING

07.4.1 
Gossfield, London Rd. Granny annex to rear - No objections Prop Cllr Butler Seconded Cllr Alexander.

07.4.2
Hill Farm, Lymballs Lane. A barn extension -  no objections were raised by a quorum of 4 councillors earlier in the month due to time pressures.

07.4.3
Darsham House. Electrical rewiring - No objections Prop Cllr Maclachan Seconded Cllr Rhys-Evans.

07.4.4 
Sunnyside, the Street. Extension to the rear - No objections Prop Cllr Reeves Seconded Cllr Butler.

07.4.5
Land east of Trustans Mere – The council were informed that this application had been approved
07.5
FINANCE

No quarterly update was possible at this stage as no bank statements  have been received. The clerk reported that arrangements have been made for the bank to send monthly statements on the community account and to close the PO account. The best two bank accounts to be retained only.

Cllr Alexander reported that as we are unlikely to loose council monies Trust Funds are not need.
The accounts are with BDO for auditing but to date nothing has been heard.

Reclaiming of VAT for this year will be visited at the end of the financial year.

07.6
AUGUST COFFEE MORNING

To be held on Sat 14th Aug in aid of MacMillan Nurses. Cllr Wilson is arranging raffle prizes and various stalls were allocated to councillors.

07.7
REPORTS FROM OFFICERS.

Both County Cllr. R Leighton & District Cllr. B. Slater. Gave updates regarding their councils and both stressed that due to central government cuts severe effects would be felt on the services they provide for many years to come.
Cllr Leighton stated that he still has a locality budget for this year but requests should be made as soon as possible.  Council to apply for money re grit bin and cycle path signs for A12.
Cllr Reeves reported that Village Hall Ctte has had their AGM, all officers re-elected and they were still looking at grants and planning issues as things under a new government will change.

Cllr Rhys-Evans reported that the diagonal footpath to the A12 had become undefined and she will make enquiries re the owner.

Cllr Mayhew reported one allotment had been given up. 9 are now in use and 22 available.

07.8 CORRESPONDENCE.

A letter from Mrs Wall of Railway Cottage, London Rd. has been received stating that she was concerned re surveyors on land next to her property and access to future developments. Cllr Coates-Smith to visit.
Suffolk acre had written offering assistance with a simplified parish plan for smaller communities.  It was agreed this with would be held in abeyance for the future.
A new core strategy document has been received for the file.

07.9
ANY OTHER BUSINESS.

Mrs King has reported that a street furniture light at the A12 / A144 junction  is not working – Cllr Coates-Smith to investigate.
A complaint has been received from a Fairfields resident re bonfires

The purchase of an Epson SX415 printer for the Clerk was approved. Compatible replacement inks were considered acceptable.

06.10
DATE OF NEXT MEETING. Tuesday 7th Sept at 7.30pm. 
The meeting ended at 9.21 pm.
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