DARSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

A Parish Council Meeting was held on Tuesday 12th July 2011 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT Cllr. Coates-Smith (Chairman) & Cllrs. Alexander, Butler, Hare, Loveridge, Reeve, Smith, & District Cllr. Slater & County Cllr Leighton..  In attendance were 2 members of the public.

The meeting was attended by Gillian Benjamin from Suffolk Acre who gave a short presentation on a Village Development Plan prior to the start.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. No issues were raised by members of the public.
07.1
APOLOGIES.  Apologies were received from  Cllrs Leggate & Reeves. 
07.2
DECLARATION OF INTEREST. Cllr. Reeve declared an interest in the appointment of a new Responsible Finance Officer.
07.3
MINUTES. 

07.3.1
All councillors were in possession of a copy of the minutes of the last meeting, it was agreed to be taken as read. The minutes were duly passed and signed. A copy of the minutes for the public notice boards were also signed.

07.3.2 
Matters arising – The clerk reported that the bin on the coronation site had been emptied and this should be regularly done in future. Cllr Leggate had contacted EDF re electric wires & trees in Low Rd and had obtained a job number.
07.4
PLANNING


Cllr Reeve & Coates-Smith had visited the new business unit at North End Woods and were satisfied that all conditions of the planning authority were being complied with. Cllr Smith stated that the driveway is now laid and the old building is being removed.
07.5
FINANCE

07.5.1
 The clerk presented the council with details of the financial update of income & expenses to date.
07.5.2
As required by the external auditor a document of Standing Orders and a second of Financial Regulations were formally adopted by the council.
07.5.3  The BDO, external auditor form was presented to the council by the chairman. He explained a letter he has to accompany the form detailing changes to the councils finances since the previous year and went through each question that was required for submission.  All councils agreed that the answers were correct.
07.5.4 The chairman explained that due to personal commitments Cllr Alexander felt he was unable to carry out the tasks of Responsible Financial Officer. As no other councillor was in a position to take on the task it was agreed that the clerk should carry out this role. As this meant a change in the clerks contract the meeting proceeded in camera, Mrs Reeve, Cllr Reeve and the members of the public left the room. The chairman will write to the clerk with these details. The clerk then signed the BDO form as RFO.
07.6
VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Prior to the meeting Suffolk Acre offered to facilitate a meeting of the parishioners to co-ordinate their views on the future development of the village. This would result in a report of about 8 actions that could be tackled by the current council. It was agreed that this route was more desirable that a full blown Parish Plan which could cost about £5000 to produce. A date in Sept will be agreed with Suffolk Acre and the meeting needs to be well publicised to ensure maximum attendance. Refreshments to be provided.

07.7
EMERGENCY PLAN.
Robin Buncombe Suffolk Emergency Planning Officer had approved our plan with only a couple of small changes. Co-ordinators were still being approached and then publication could begin.
07.8
DOG DIRT BIN.

It was agreed that a dog dirt bin should be obtained and placed on the coronation site. Up to £200 had been promised by County Cllr Leighton from his locality budget.

07.9
REPORTS FROM OFFICERS.

County Cllr Leighton report that changes in the County Council were proceeding at a fast rate since the change of leader and the departure of Andrea Hill. £42 Million needs to be saved and 1500 job losses would result mainly due to natural wastage. 
District Cllr Slater reported that a new Local Development Framework would not be in place until late 2012 which is leaving the council vulnerable to development that it does not want. He will continue to have a seat on the Sizewell Task Force Ctte having been invited by the Liberal Democrats to represent them.

Cllr Smith reported that an allotment tenant had a problem with a wasp nest. Cllr Coates-Smith had dealt with the problem. It was accepted however that pest problems were the responsibility of the tenant.

Both Cllrs Loveridge & Alexander stated that hedges in the parish were becoming a hazard to pedestrians & cyclists due to bramble growth. This is the responsibility of the land owner and the council would charge the landowner if forced to cut the hedges themselves. The chairman to contact Mr Bloomfield re the hedge btn Mill House & Fox lane.

07.10
PARISH CLERKS REPORTS. 
07.10.1 The clerk reported requests from MP Therese Coffey & EDF to meet the chairman. A letter from the fire service requesting details of thatched roofs to be answered by the clerk.

On behalf of Cllr Reeves the clerk reported that the village hall ctte  were having a further meeting with Mr Lee Phipps. They had also attended a funding meeting and were optimistic for help with funding.

07.11
ANY OTHER BUSINESS.


No other matters were raised.

07.12
DATE OF NEXT MEETING. Tuesday 13th September 2011 at 7.30pm. 
The meeting ended at 9.08pm.
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