DARSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

A Parish Council Meeting was held on Tuesday 14th June 2011 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT Cllr. Coates-Smith (Chairman) & Cllrs. Alexander, Butler, Hare, Leggate, Loveridge, Reeve, Reeves, Smith, & District Cllr. Slater.  In attendance were 3 members of the public.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. 2 members of the public made a statement objecting to a           planning application at the business unit North End Woods.
06.1
APOLOGIES.  Apologies were received from  County Cllr Leighton. 
06.2
DECLARATION OF INTEREST. Cllr. Smith declared an interest in the Bumble Bee Cottage planning application.
06.3
MINUTES. 

06.3.1
All councillors were in possession of a copy of the minutes of the last meeting, it was agreed to be taken as read. The minutes were duly passed and signed. A copy of the minutes for the public notice boards were also signed.

06.3.2 
Matters arising – The chairman reported that the footpath at the Wash had been cleared, Darsham House footpath had been cut and the hedge on Westleton Rd would be cut after the nesting season. Cllr Alexander questioned the need for a planning officer. He was advised that the officers duties were only to check applications, seek extensions if necessary & after consultation with the chairman, ensure all Cllrs were able to see the plans if desired. He was assured that decisions were still to be made by the full council.
06.4
PLANNING

The council agreed to admit 3 further planning matters to the agenda that had arrived since its publication and were subject to a time limit.

06.4.1 
Eco Lodges, Main Road, – The renewal of permission C07/1669 for the erection of 23 Eco Lodges - Approved by SCDC. 
06.4.2
Bumble Bee Cottage, The Street. Dealt with btn meetings as this was a repeat of withdrawn application C11/0358 fully discussed by council in March 2011 plus removal of condition for newt protection.

No objection to driveway or removal of newt protection condition. Objection to location of oil tank as in previous withdrawn application.

06.4.3  Business unit North End Wood – Removal of Condition 8 B1 use from Chimney & Flue business only to General B1 business. – After a full discussion the council acknowledged the concern of a neighbour re non compliance of previous condition set upon the business but felt that it could not object to the application of removal of Condition 8. Cllrs Coates-Smith & Reeve will follow up the complaints made by the neighbours of the business.
06.4.4  Barn at the rear of Aisthorpe, The Street – Extension of planning permission C08/0350  for the conversion of a barn/garage to a dwelling & alteration to access. The council noted that the plans under C08/0350 were now incorrect as the site layout had been altered by a recent application for Aisthorpe. The council agreed to the outline plan to convert the barn/garage to a dwelling but could not approve the specific plan of the building as it stood.

06.4.5
Darsham House – Alteration to porch, window & door – No Objections.
06.5
FINANCE

06.5.1
The chairman gave a résumé of  report from internal auditor. Finances were in order but Standing Orders and Financial Regulations need to be fully complied with. Cllr Alexander to fully take over all but day to day financial matters from the Clerk as per regulations. Fee of £45 to Mrs L Sutton auditor approved. The accounts were approved & signed for submitting to BDO, the external auditors. It was recommended that the clerk & 2 councillors attend courses. Cllr Smith & Leggate nominated. 
06.5.2
The council is now registered for PAYE.
06.5.3  Barclays bank no longer guarantee cheques. The council will continue as before to use cheques until an alternative is devised by the banks.
06.6
CLERKS PAY & HOURS OF WORK – Item withdrawn as Cllr Alexander taking on financial work.
06.7
LOCAL HOUSING NEED.
It was agreed that whilst the village hall committee were actively pursuing options that relate to this matter this should be put on hold. 

06.8
VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT PLAN.

It was agreed that Gillian Benjamin from Suffolk Acre be invited to the next meeting to advise on our options in a plan.
06.9
REPORTS FROM OFFICERS.

District Cllr. Slater. detailed changes in how the District Council was now run & announced that there would only be 6 meetings a year of the full council. Cllr Loveridge reported that brambles were overgrowing the footpath A12 N.
Cllr Reeves reported that the VH Ctte were still exploring the possible locations for a new hall inc the field at A12/ The Street and talks with Mr Lee-Phipps. Funding is being explored. No reply from The Secretary of State to date. Clerk to chase up.
Cllr Reeves obtained the views of councillors on local contacts for the Emergency Plan.
06.10
PARISH CLERKS REPORTS. 
06.10.1 Letter to Sec of State as above

06.10.2 Request received from Mr Swindell of Westleton PC asking if the council were interested in a game of Boules re their playing field celebrations. Council to pass to Darsham bowls club.

Coffee morning for poppy appeal raised £139.10p.

06.11
ANY OTHER BUSINESS.

Cllr Loveridge request that Smiley Sid be asked to visit at top end of The Street as speeding is a problem at this point. Clerk to investigate.
Cllr Reeves complained that the bin on the coronation site was full of dog dirts. Clerk to follow up on the emptying of the bin & contact Cllr Leighton to see if he has any locality budget for a dog bin in the village.

Reported open bonfires of questionable material were occurring at Priory Paddock Nursing Home. Chairman to investigate.

Cllr Leggate to contact EDF re electric wires & trees in Low Rd.

06.12
DATE OF NEXT MEETING. Tuesday 12th July 2011 at 7.30pm. 
The meeting ended at 9.41pm.
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