DARSHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2012
The Annual Parish Meeting was held on Tuesday 10th April 2012 at 7.50pm.

PRESENT Cllr. Coates-Smith (Chairman) & Cllrs. Alexander, Butler, Hare, Leggate, Loveridge, Reeve, Reeves, Smith, County Cllr. Rae Leighton & District Cllr Barry Slater.  In attendance was 5 members of the public.
APOLOGIES.  Received PCSO Newson
MINUTES. All councillors were in possession of a copy of the minutes of the last meeting, it was agreed to be taken as read. The minutes were duly passed and signed. A copy of the minutes for the public notice boards was also signed.

CHAIRMANS REPORT. Cllr. Coates-Smith reported on the work of the council during the past year. He explained the rise in the Darsham precept, progress in affordable housing, the Local Development Framework, local action plan & other matters that have kept the council fully occupied for the past year.
He thanked all the councillors & clerk together with CC R Leighton & DC B Slater for their hard work and support of the council over the last year, a full list of which are available on file.
PLANNING REPORT. Cllr Reeve outlined all of the 14 planning applications & 2 renewals that have be dealt with during the last 12 months.
VILLAGE HALL REPORT. Cllr. Reeves Village Hall rep gave a report  on the work of the Hall Management Committee. He outlined the progress made with Mr Lee-Phipps and drew attention to a possible plan which is now on display in the village hall. Details of the finances were given which are in a healthy condition. An amount of repair & maintenance work is continuing on the existing hall to maintain it in a working condition. The Hundred Club has been reorganised for greater efficiency and they are searching for new members.  

FOOTPATH REPORT. Cllr. Loveridge reported on the condition of all footpaths in the parish. All are passable but some need small amount of attention. She will contact Highways re signing & maintenance.
ALLOTMENT REPORT. Cllr Smith reported 12 ½ plots rented with ½ plot pending. 15 spare plots have been rented to a stockman for growing feed saving the council on mowing costs. 2 further plots are available for immediate rental.
LOCAL HISTORY REPORT. Mr R Reeve, Local History Recorder gave a report on the work he has carried out in the last year. 

EMERGENCY PLAN. Cllr Reeves reported that the Emergency Plan has been printed & distributed to all houses in the parish & thanked his committee and local contacts for their efforts.

POLICE REPORT. A written report was submitted by PCSO Newson detailing the crimes in the parish for the last year. This report showed that Darsham continued to be a safe place to live however a trend of burglaries in houses & other buildings has not by-passed the parish. He urged greater security to be taken.
COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT. County Cllr. R. Leighton reported on the work of the County Council concentrating on the changes that have been forced upon it by reduction in finance from central government. The planned changes had been completed but work on savings is continuing.
DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT. District Cllr. B Slater reported on the work of the District Council and the savings it was making due to severe financial constrictions. Many services have been linked with Waveney DC and local groups were being sought to assist with many other services. He expressed his concerns that scrutiny of the ruling group had been cut from 4 committees to 1 and therefore democracy was being eroded. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS. Mr Trevor Mayhew gave details of the new website & suggested some additions that could be made including listing local business, tourism etc. He updated the council with the address  http://www.darsham.onesuffolk.net/.

The meeting ended at 9.02pm.

Note: Full written reports are on file & can be inspected by appointment with the Clerk.

