DARSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

A Parish Council Meeting was held on Tuesday 13th November 2012 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT Cllrs. Coates-Smith (Chairman), Alexander, Butler, Hare, Leggate, Loveridge, Reeve, Reeves, Smith, Dist Cllr Slater and 3 members of the public.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. No issues were raised by members of the public.
11.01
APOLOGIES.  Apologies were received from County Cllr Leighton
11.02
DECLARATION OF INTEREST. Cllr Coates-Smith declared that in the past he had made an offer for a piece of land at the rear of his house owned by Mrs Lee-Phipps to extend his garden. This offer had been declined.
11.03
MINUTES. 

1. All councillors were in possession of a copy of the minutes of the last meeting, the minutes were duly passed and signed. 


2. The clerk reported that Westleton had adopted their phone box and she will contact them for advice on how they proceeded as nothing had been heard yet from BT.
11.04
PLANNING

1. Darsham Methodist Chapel – Conversion to Dwelling.  Approved by SCDC
11.05
FINANCE 

1.The clerk gave each Cllr a copy of the current finances.

2. The Chairman amended his PC expenses claim to £48.67 and £38 for Parish Plan expenses. These were agreed by all Cllrs but it was asked that prior approval be gained for Parish Plan expenses in future. 

3. The draft budget was agreed by Cllrs. It was noted that VH Coffee morning rental was deducted at source and not covered by this budget. The Clerk and Chairman both pointed out that the full budget should not be set until central government had passed a bill setting new regulations. This should be before Christmas. Council normally sets the budget in January.

4. The Annual Audit Plan was approved with 3 amendments agreed and minuted at previous meetings. 


5. Cllr Leggate has checked and approved the accounts.

6. Cllr Smith reported that the allotment field hedge had been cut and she paid Mr Rickeard £30 for this service. This was approved and Cllr Smith refunded by cheque.

7. The council agreed to pay a £30 donation for the Council Poppy Wreath.


8. The council received a letter from Darsham PCC asking for some small financial support to enable them to apply for a new start up enterprise grant. This would mean the church building could be used for other village activities. A donation of £150 was agreed. £50 from the S137 donation budget and £100 from the War memorial cleaning budget as this was not used this year due to building work at the church.
11.06
SALC AGM
 This meeting replaced the budget meeting due to a clash and the Chairman attended. He updated the council on matters discussed re libraries, broadband and grants to help councils with large planning applications.
11.07
A Sizewell transport questionnaire from SPLG was completed.
11.08
PARISH PLAN UPDATE


Cllr Coates-Smith stated that the Parish Plan Ctte were thinking of putting a questionnaire to all residents for their views on future planning. He asked the council for their opinions. The majority felt that previous surveys on housing covered this and a poor response was likely, however this was a matter for the Plan Ctte alone.
11.09
PROGRESS REPORTS

Cllr Slater stated that the SCDC Scrutiny Ctte was meeting on 29th Nov re housing issues and would hear evidence from many sources.
Cllr Reeves gave an  update on matters regarding a possible new Village Hall including some co-operation from two of the developers. They were searching for new members for the 100 Club.
Cllr Hare was informed by Radio Suffolk that a lorry park and Park & Ride for Sizewell located in or near Darsham could be announced soon.
Cllr Smith detailed changes in allotment holders and the rents had all been paid. The farmed area had again been rented for another year.
Cllr Loveridge stated all footpaths were in order however she still has complaints re brambles overhanging  roads and footpaths. A reply from Highways at Saxmundham has never been received re hedge trimming and its legal requirements.  Clerk to pursue this with the County Council and ask if someone will attend a council meeting to discuss problems

11.10
CORRESPONDENCE. 

1. The clerk reported that the council had not received an acknowledgement from Air Ambulance for our last donation and will follow this up. 

2. Correspondence received from SCDC reminding councillors that they should have completed their register of interests on line. It is an offence not to complete this.
11.11
ANY OTHER BUSINESS.

Cllr Hare reported that a road sign had been damaged on the Westleton Road. Clerk to report.

11.12
DATE OF NEXT MEETING. Tuesday 8th January 2013 at 7.30pm. 
The meeting ended at 9.08pm.
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