DARSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

A Parish Council Meeting was held on Tuesday 8th April 2014 at 7.45pm.

PRESENT  Cllrs. Leggate (Chairman), Alexander,  Butler, Coates-Smith, Hare, Loveridge, Reeve, Smith, & District Cllr Barry Slater. Three members of the public attended. 
04.01
APOLOGIES.  There were no apologies.
04.02
DECLARATION OF INTEREST. There were no declarations of interest.
04.03
MINUTES. 

1. All councillors were in possession of a copy of the minutes of the last meeting, the minutes were duly passed and signed.  A copy of the minutes for the public notice boards were also signed.


2. There were no matters arising.

3.  All councillors were in possession of a copy of the minutes of the extraordinary meeting, the minutes were duly passed and signed.  A copy of the minutes for the public notice boards were also signed.


4. There were no matters arising.

04.04
FINANCE 


1. A statement of accounts for year ending 31st March 2014 was presented by the RFO. Changes from the previous year were explained.

2. The accounts were unanimously approved.


3. It was agreed that the accounts should be sent to the internal auditor. The Governance Statement would be completed at the May meeting.


4. Having received a grant of £358 from County Cllr Gower’s Locality Fund, it was agreed that the clerk should purchase two grit bins for £430 to be place at the Low Rd / Fox Lane junction and The Wash / Brussels Green Junction. The difference between the grant and cost of the bins was VAT which the council will reclaim.  

04.05
PLANNING


1. Mill Hill Farm - Conversion of barn to holiday accommodation. – No objections.


2. There were no planning applications received after publication of agenda.
04.06
Allotment spare land usage – postponed until the next meeting.
04.07
The Clerk reported that she had received a request from Mr Swindell of Westleton Parish Council to use the Darsham portion of the Darsham, Dunwich & Westleton  Outdoor Playing Space Fund for a Green Gym on their community field. After a general discussion it was agreed that with the imminent provision of a new village hall, it was likely that these funds would be needed in Darsham. Clerk to write to Westleton PC and make enquiries on exact amounts and provisions of the fund.  
04.08
The Chairman reported that he and Cllr Reeve had attended the latest SALC meeting and although there had been nothing pertaining to Darsham on the agenda it was a good opportunity to meet with other parish councillors. At our chairman’s suggestion a discussion on broadband is to be added to the next agenda.
04.09
Cllr Reeve reported that moss on the footpaths at Fairfields had become dangerous and slippery when wet. He had made an attempt to clear this but it required work from Highways. They had been contacted twice with no response and he will follow it up. 

04.10
CLERKS REPORT.

The clerk had nothing further to report  
04.11
ANY OTHER BUSINESS. 

The Chairman Cllr Leggate reported to the council that he had received an extremely offensive letter from a member of the parish, regarding his contribution to the Village Hall public meeting and the vote the night before. It was nor worth reading out.


It was agreed that the council should donate £30 to St Elizabeth’s Hospice, a charity nominated by the family of recently deceased Cllr Geoff Reeves. This was on behalf of the Parish Council and the whole of Darsham parish.

Cllrs Smith and Alexander both stated that residents of Granary Cottages were still unhappy with station users parking cars all day in the lay-by at the front of the houses. It was pointed out that this matter had been vigorously pursued with the Highways Dept of SCC who insisted that this was simply a public lay-by and not for sole use of deliveries to residents. Yellow line parking restrictions would cost several thousand  pounds to the village  This council could do nothing further and it was suggested that residents could try to get the assistance of their MP in the matter. 

04.12
DATE OF NEXT MEETING  Tuesday 13th May 2014 at 7.30pm
The meeting ended at 8.36pm.
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