DARSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

A Parish Council Meeting was held on Tuesday 14th January 2014 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT  Cllrs. Leggate (Chairman), Alexander, Butler, Coates-Smith, Hare, Loveridge, Reeve, Reeves, Smith, County Cllr Michael Gower.  In attendance were 2 members of the public. 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. No issues were raised by members of the public
01.01
APOLOGIES.  There were no apologies.
01.02
DECLARATION OF INTEREST. There were no declarations of interest.
01.03
MINUTES. 

1. All councillors were in possession of a copy of the minutes of the last meeting, the minutes were duly passed with one small amendment and signed.  A copy of the minutes for the public notice boards were also signed.


2. There were no matters arising from the minutes.
01.04
PLANNING


1. Restaurant London Rd – Alterations & Cladding – Granted.

2. Trussons Mere, Westleton Rd – Extension of Cattle Shed – Granted.

3. Land West of Mill House, The Street – Erection of 15 homes – Granted.

4. Land West of Village Hall, The Street – Erection of 20 Homes & V.H. – Granted with conditions to be added for guarantee of construction of V.H.  an early timetable for affordable homes and payments for links to railway stn.

5. Old Methodist Chapel, alterations to approved plans C12/1746 – Approved.
01.05
FINANCE 

1. Financial Report up to January 2014 presented by RFO.

2. Payment of £15 to Village Hall re Coffee Morning Rental - approved

3. Payment for meeting rental of Village Hall to March 2013 - £120 approved.

4. Final budget for 2014- 15 of £4400 approved. A freeze on previous year.
01.06
The Chairman’s reported on a Town & Parish Budget Briefing meeting he had attended. District & County Councils were working hard at balancing budgets, not just imposing straight cuts on services.  It is still possible that Parish Councils will be capped in the future. 
01.07
The Chairman’s reported on a SALC Quarterly meeting. The main points discussed were an assurance that parish council views are valued by higher authorities and until authorities get their required 5000 building plots in the area, village envelopes will be under pressure. Planners did consult Parish Plans but were not bound by them.
01.08
Cllr Coates-Smith felt that the contents of the Parish Plan had not been addressed when the application for 20 houses and a new village hall had been considered. The council should have taken more note of its conclusions as it reflected the villagers opinions. It was quoted on seven occasions by SCDC planning Ctte but had not been quoted at the Parish Council meeting. During a general discussion it was noted that the plan received very little support by the parish when being produced. Support for the plan was therefore limited. Again it was stated that the Parish Plan has not been adopted as council policy however all councillors were well aware of its contents and opinions and they would therefore have taken them into consideration when each individual voted.
01.09
It was reported that a letter of complaint had been received from Mr E Fuller, accusing the Parish Council of a “dereliction of duty” when it did not object to the housing developments in The Street, as it was in conflict with the Village Plan. Mr Fuller had been informed that his complaint would be on the agenda but had not attended. 
01.10
The Chairman reported that an official complaint had been lodged with the Monitoring Officer of SCDC. This accused him of, 1. Acting anti-democratically and bringing his office into disrepute when he allowed a vote to take place by the council on the planning application for 20 houses and a Village Hall in The Street. This would prejudice a required public meeting and 2. Allowing  three councillors who were also members of the Village Hall Ctte to vote.  As this matter is under investigation it was not debated.

01.11
It was agreed 4 votes to 3 that the council should continue to hold its summer meetings in the community area of the Parish Church.
01.12
The Chairman & County Cllr Michael Gower had a meeting with the project director of BT Suffolk Broadband to push for a better deal for the parish. Darsham is at the end of a long list for fibre optic.  It was noted that the parish had a big number of businesses which needed high speed broadband. With 40 extra houses the parish need will be even greater. Cllr Gower to follow up.
01.13
PROGRESS REPORTS. Cllr Gower reported on the possible routes to a Sizewell construction stating the B1122 through Theberton was unacceptable. Cllr Coates-Smith reported on the Sizewell Forum meetings detailing the latest preferred sites for the campus and the park and ride. The site opposite Darsham Garage is the preferred site for the latter. Cllr Reeves thanked the Chairman, Cllr Gower and Cllr Slater on their assistance at the planning meeting at SCDC. The Village Hall Ctte has now got a lot of work to ensure they get the best hall for the village. Cllr Slater has a £4000 budget for new projects for parishes in his ward. Providing water to the allotments has been suggested. Cllr Smith reported that it will cost £107.74 to obtain a quote to connect water to the Allotment field and this would likely to be around £3000. She will look further into how this can be achieved and report back at the next meeting. Cllr Loveridge reported some complaints that the path to A12 from Priory Lane was difficult to follow. It was agreed that users would trample crops, therefore marking it better to follow in the future. 
01.14
CLERKS REPORT. The clerk reported that Supt Paul Sharp was the new Police Commander for the area.
01.15
ANY OTHER BUSINESS. Cllr Butler was concerned that when building started on the new housing developments parking of contractors in The Street would be a problem. Cllr Reeve suggested that this needed to be addressed as a condition to the full planning application when it came up before the council. The council will hold a coffee morning for charity in November 2014.

01.16
DATE OF NEXT MEETING. Tuesday 18th  February 2014 at 7.30pm. 
The meeting ended at 9.04pm.
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