DARSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

An Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting was held on Tuesday 18th March 2014 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT  Cllrs. Leggate (Chairman), Alexander,  Coates-Smith, Hare, Loveridge, Reeve, & Smith. Seven members of the public attended. 

1
APOLOGIES.  There were apologies from Cllr Reeves. 
2
DECLARATION OF INTEREST. Cllr Smith declared a disclosable pecuniary interest for item 3:1 Land at rear of Aisthorpe.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:06pm to allow the public present to speak. Most expressed concerns re the size and height of the proposed house and the use of the driveway. The meeting was reopened at 7:11pm
3
1. Land rear of Aisthorpe, The Street. – Erection of two storey four bed dwelling.
 The Planning Officer, Cllr Reeve explained that under the latest Suffolk Coastal District Local Plan this application was covered by Development Management Policy DM7, Infilling and Backland Development within the Physical Limits Boundaries. Although dimensions had not been shown on the plan, the planning dept had provided some measurements of size and height. The height being of most concern to neighbours which is given as 8m to the ridge. He also quoted the Darsham Village plan which quotes residents as saying” recent builds were too large for the size of plot” 

Each Cllr then spoke on the matter and it was felt that the proposed house was too large for the plot, the footprint of the building seems larger than the garden. It was too high in relation to surrounding properties and would intrude on their privacy. There were concerns that the building went up to the boundary on two sides and the driveway was inadequate for purpose. It was felt that it would turn a private drive into a lane.


It was generally agreed that it did not conform to any of the requirements laid down by DM7 or the village plan.

A vote was held with 5 votes against the application with 1 abstention. 


2. Mill Farm Caravan Site – approval of conditions 9, 12, 13, re planning permission DC/13/3021. Cllr Reeve pointed out that the applicant no longer wished to convert the barn into a shop and restaurant and would soon submit plans to convert to holiday cottages. Condition 13 therefore no longer applies. There were no objections to this application.


3. Lodge Cottage, Low Rd. – Tree felling application – No Objections.


The meeting agreed to deal with two further applications received a few days earlier.


4. DC/14/0684/DRC and 5. DC/14/0717/DRC – Both relating to discharge of conditions in respect of the conversion of a redundant barn to a bed & breakfast business C/09/1103 Trustans Farm, Westleton Road. Cllr Reeve stated that these involved some very minor changes to internal walls, the colour of the cladding, position of drainpipes and a change in supplier for the windows. There were no objections.

Cllr Reeve explained that he and the Chairman had taken further advice from officials and planning Ctte members of SCDC. They were advised that in simple applications, such as conforming to conditions etc, when no Cllr wished an open meeting, planning applications could be dealt with outside the monthly meeting process. Results would be reported at the next meeting.
4 
Any Other Immediate Business.


Cllr Loveridge reported that a new bus company will take over local bus services and a new timetable had been produced. The clerk stated she had copies of the timetable and would distribute them to Cllrs and place them on the notice boards.


The chairman gave details to the public of the vacancy for an Emergency Officer to replace Cllr Reeves.

The meeting ended at 7.40pm.
The public were then given another opportunity to comment and several comments were made.
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