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DARSHAM PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING – 10TH FEBRUARY 2015

 MINUTES

Halesworth Campus Project  - Before the meeting councillors were addressed by Erik Wilcock on the latest plans and progress of the project – he described the sources of funding, plans to sell off part of the old Middle School site for housing and also the private health initiative  which could provide a much needed extension of medical facilities in the town and surrounding area. The main focus of Campus funding needs would be to provide up to date sport facilities including a 3G all- weather pitch, and more community leisure facilities; a new swimming pool was not envisaged at present – key words for the project- Health, Sport and Skills. Further information could be found on the project website. The chairman thanked Erik Wilcock for his attendance.
**********************************************

02.01 – The chairman, Cllr. Robin Leggate, welcomed councillors Ann Tooze, Roger Coates-Smith, Derek Reeve, Ernie Hare, Keith Alexander and Jean Loveridge. Apologies were received from Cllrs.Cora Smith and John Butler. Chris Poupard was also present; the clerk, Caroline Cardwell, was in attendance. Also attending for item 02-11 were Michael Gower, SC councillor and Barry Slater, SCD councillor.

02.02 – Declarations of interest – none

02.03 - Have Your Say [Public Forum] – none

02.04 – New clerk’s contract – two copies were agreed and signed.
02.05 – Minutes of previous meeting [13-01-15] were signed as a true record

02.06 – Matters arising -  further discussion of The Forge gateway; there was a complaint over a past planning decision and current policies by one councillor, who had previously declared a prejudicial interest; Old Chapel parking area has not been completed as per planning permission.

02.07 – STOs and Financial Regulations - councillors agreed that these should be updated and checked by a small working group, consisting of the chair, vice-chair and clerk. Results will be brought to next meeting for council approval.

02.08 – Finances – balances at 30-01-15 – c/acct: £2,798.66; sav/acct: £4,597.60; there were no cheques for approval; Barclays change of address form signed and STO to S. Reeve cancelled; both forms authorised by cheque signatories.  Donations [S. 137] decided as follows - £30 each to Disability Advice Service, Headway, St. Elizabeth Hospice [ Ipswich], British Legion wreath and Halesworth Volunteer Centre, and £40 
to Poppy Appeal. Profits from the June coffee morning would go to the Air Ambulance Service.
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02.09 – Planning – councillors noted that SCDC applications and decisions were on the council website. Councillors received and noted information from Network Rail that the Willow Marsh Lane railway crossing would be fitted with lights and barriers.
02.10 – Allotments – councillors discussed the management of the plots and the clerk was asked to draft a letter to one holder to be sent by chairman. Cllr. Roger Coates-Smith to liaise over manure supplies (for Mr. Dennington)*. Water supply to be discussed in March.

02.11 – County and District councillors’ reports etc.  – Barry Slater [SCD councillor] spoke about major development projects in neighbouring parishes, SCDC views and a general reluctance to challenge appeal decisions because of costs. S. 106 payments – new rules will cut local access to improvements connected with affordable housing in rural areas. Michael Gower [SC councillor] also drew attention to local planning decisions in Wenhaston; he also discussed road repairs, and the need for pro-active transparency and efficiency in Suffolk Highways systems. The chairman thanked both Barry Slater and Michael Gower for coming to the meeting.
02.12 – Correspondence – received and discussed.

02.13 – Any other business – the hedge on Fox Corner needs cutting – Cllr. Jean Loveridge will contact owners; there were further comments re a mature oak tree cut down to make a new gateway onto farm land – clerk asked to check with local planning office.
02.14 – Next meeting – 10th March 2015

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.
*Agreed amendment.

